CARE LESSON

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
In this lesson you will learn how Jesus came to bring light in the darkness and how you can be a follower of His and let your light shine in this world.
I. From living in darkness to seeing the light.

A. The Jews had been living under oppressive governments for over 400 years. This was the

     darkness scripture was referring to, along with an oppressive religious system that didn’t have

     compassion for the people. But even today in our nation and in other nations sometimes people

     are trapped in darkness.

B. Matthew 4:16 (NIV) – “The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in

     the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”

C. Isaiah 9:2 (NIV) – “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light….”

D. Luke 1:79 – “To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our

                 feet into the way of peace.”

II. Jesus came to bring light in the darkness.

A. Isaiah 9:6-7 – “For unto us a Child is born…” – v.6.

B. John 1:9 (NIV 1984) – “The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.”

C. John 14:6 – “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life….”’

D. John 12:46 (NIV 1984) – Jesus said, “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who

                 believes in me should stay in darkness.”

III. Once you receive the light you want to follow Him.

A. John 1:5 – “And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”

B. “Comprehend” in Greek is katalambano, which is a force conquering, dominating, or

                  subjugating. To seize, to take, or to firmly grasp.

C. John 8:12 (NIV) – Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk

     in darkness, but will have the light of life.” When Jesus came, light revealed what had been done

     in the dark.

IV. A follower of Jesus will let their light shine in these ways.

A. Matthew 4:19 – Be fishers of men, which means to witness and lead people to Him.

B. Matthew 5:14-16 – “Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good works and

  
    glorify your Father in heaven” – v. 16.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

· Share what it was like when you were living in darkness.

· How did you see Jesus as the light of the world?

· How are you letting your light shine in your daily life?
BE A DOER OF THE WORD

This week decide to let your light shine before others and help people come out of darkness and move into His light.
SCRIPTURE MEMORY VERSE: John 12:46 (NIV 1984) – Jesus said, “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.”
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